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Special News Bulletin – Public Service Announcement

FLOODS
Floods are one of the most common hazards in the United States. Flood effects can be local, impacting a neighborhood or community, or very large, affecting entire river basins and multiple states.

However, all floods are not alike. Some floods develop slowly, sometimes over a period of days. But flash floods can develop quickly, sometimes in just a few minutes and without any visible signs of rain. Flash floods often have a dangerous wall of roaring water that carries rocks, mud, and other debris and can sweep away most things in its path. Overland flooding occurs outside a defined river or stream, such as when a levee is breached, but still can be destructive. Flooding can also occur when a dam breaks, producing effects similar to flash floods.

Be aware of flood hazards no matter where you live, but especially if you live in a low-lying area, near water or downstream from a dam. Even very small streams, gullies, creeks, culverts, dry streambeds, or low-lying ground that appear harmless in dry weather can flood. 

Emergency flood information will be disseminated to the public by radio, television, etc.  Essential information such as shelter openings, evacuation routes, emergency assistance numbers, transportation assistance, etc. will be made to the public as identified.

Know the Terms
Familiarize yourself with these terms to help identify a flood hazard:

Flood Watch:
Flooding is possible. Tune in to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or television for information.

Flash Flood Watch:
Flash flooding is possible. Be prepared to move to higher ground; listen to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or television for information.

Flood Warning:
Flooding is occurring or will occur soon; if advised to evacuate, do so immediately.

Flash Flood Warning:
A flash flood is occurring; seek higher ground on foot immediately.

Take Protective Measures

As conditions for flooding arise (increased rainfall, snow melt, etc.) residents are encouraged to do the following;

· Stock food that requires little cooking and no refrigeration.

· Keep portable radio, flashlights, spare batteries, etc. available.

· Keep automobile fueled.

· Keep materials like sandbags, plywood, plastic sheeting and lumber handy for emergency waterproofing.  Construct barriers (levees, beams, floodwalls) to stop floodwater from entering the building. Seal walls in basements with waterproofing compounds to avoid seepage.

· Elevate the furnace, water heater, and electric panel if susceptible to flooding.

· Install "check valves" in sewer traps to prevent flood water from backing up into the drains of your home. 

· Store drinking water in closed, clean containers.

· If time permits, and flooding is likely, move essential items and furniture to upper floors of home.

· If forced to evacuate, move to safe area as quickly as possible, before roads are closed.

· Shut off electric and water service to home and follow public announcements on what to do about gas service.

During a Flood
If a flood is likely in your area, you should:

· Listen to the radio or television for information.

· Be aware that flash flooding can occur. If there is any possibility of a flash flood, move immediately to higher ground. Do not wait for instructions to move.

· Be aware of streams, drainage channels, canyons, and other areas known to flood suddenly. Flash floods can occur in these areas with or without such typical warnings as rain clouds or heavy rain.

· Don’t try to cross a flowing stream or travel through flooded intersections/roads in a vehicle.

· If your vehicle stalls, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground.

If you must prepare to evacuate, you should do the following:

· Secure your home. If you have time, bring in outdoor furniture. Move essential items to an upper floor.

· Turn off utilities at the main switches or valves if instructed to do so. Disconnect electrical appliances. Do not touch electrical equipment if you are wet or standing in water.

· During evacuation, take warm clothing and blankets, flashlights, radio, personal documents and identification and necessary emergency supplies to include special food and medicine.

If you have to leave your home, remember these evacuation tips:

· Avoid moving water.  Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can make you fall. If you have to walk in water, walk where the water is not moving. Use a stick to check the firmness of the ground in front of you.

· Avoid floodwaters; water may be contaminated by oil, gasoline, or raw sewage. Water may also be electrically charged from underground or downed power lines.

· Be aware of areas where floodwaters have receded. Roads may have weakened and could collapse under the weight of a car.

Immediately after a flood residents should;

· Return home only when authorities indicate it is safe.

· Use flashlights instead of lanterns, matches or torches in damaged buildings.

· Stay away from downed power lines.  Report broken utility lines, etc. to proper authorities.

· Clean, dry and check appliances and other equipment before use.

· Purify all water before drinking.

· Clean and disinfect everything that got wet. Mud left from floodwater can contain sewage and chemicals.

· Discard all food contaminated by floodwaters.

· Stay tuned to radio and TV for advice and instructions.  Local Government will provide information on where medical assistance can be obtained, where to go for emergency assistance such as housing, clothing, food, etc. and other ways which residents can recover from a flooding emergency. 

· Service damaged septic tanks, cesspools, pits, and leaching systems as soon as possible. Damaged sewage systems are serious health hazards.

· Stay away from flood damaged areas.  Sightseeing interferes with rescue efforts.













